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Dupleix dreamed of conquering not only the Carnatic, but
the whole Deccan. His first objective was the conquest of
Jinji. This fortress had withstood several assaults led by
the great king in person. For eight years it had defied
Aurangzib. Since its capture by Zulfikar Khan, its forti-
fications had been greatly strengthened by Sadat Ulla
Khan, Nawab of the Carnatic, With two hundred and
fifty Frenchmen, two hundred sepoys and four cannon
de Bussy set out to take the strongest fortress in southern
India, Mahomed Ali covered its approaches with twelve
thousand men. De Bussy at once attacked the covering
army and drove it headlong into Jinji, where it deemed
itself safe. But against such a commander not even the
walls and cannon of an impregnable fortress could offer
sure protection. The defences consisted of three great
citadels, That night three French detachments, one of
which was led by de Bussy, moved out to take the three
citadels simultaneously. One by one the redoubts fell into
their hands. Each success animated them to fresh efforts
and as day broke on the eastern sky, de Bussy was master
of the last defences of the fortress. In twenty-four hours
he had beaten an army that outnumbered his own by twenty
to one, driven it into a stronghold deemed impregnable
aixd at a single assault taken by storm both stronghold
and army. As the sun rose, the great captain looked with
awe at the stupendous towers, that frowned below him and
asked himself by what miracle he had achieved the im-
possible. As he wondered, there rose above his head to
flutter triumphant in the breeze the lily-decked banner of
the most brilliant of nations.

Nasir Jang now advanced in person against Jinji. His
army numbered twenty-five thousand men, the picked
troops of the Deccan. Dupleix sent against him three
thousand eight hundred only. But the French were invincible.
Nasir Jang was defeated and killed and at Pondioherry
Muzaffir Jang proclaimed himself ruler of the Deccan and
Dupleix Nawab of the Carnatic. Dupleix in turn resigned